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Dalit Autobiographical Discourses
and Translation

Dr. Suresh B. Deshmukh

Introduction:

Literature unfolds the reality of many communities that are
unknown to the world. Lives of the downtrodden communities are
distinct and different which are beyond average cognizance for foreign
readers. Dalit discourse unearths the pathetic life of the downtrodden
community. Due to diverse characteristics of Dalit literature, the
literature fetches the attention of many scholars, and academicians at
international level. The translation of Dalit literature is in great demand
for the international readers. Hence, the role of translator is crucial to
present the literature in an authentic manner to the international readers.
The present attempt is to pay attention to the unique nature of Dalit
literature in regards to the dialects, vernacular language, custom. and
tradition of the downtrodden communities.

Language plays a pivotal role in all human affairs. Language
used in various discourses like oral or written has its own significance in
the given context. As Michel Foucault states that, *Discourse as a svstem
of thought, knowledge, or communication that constructs our experience
of the world’. Dalit discourse has much more importance in social
context. Dalit discourse presented in Dalit literature is unique and diverse
at the same time. It is quite difficult to comprehend the connotative
meaning of particular dialects by the foreign reader. Most of the Dalit
writers prefer to write their literature in their own regional languages.
Owing to international recognition of Dalit writings, Dalit writings have
been translated into various languages especially in English language.
With due recognition to English translation of Dalit writings, it raises
many issues in relation to the untranslatability of vernacular dialects, and
colloquial language used by Dalit writers. Social connotations of Dalit
vernacular are diverse and different, even the common readers are unable
to comprehend the connotative meaning due to their social backgrounds.

When it is a matter of translating Dalit writings, the role of
translator comes into play. The translator has the huge responsibility to
translate the content with exact contextual meanings into target lallgllflge.
taking into consideration the custom, tradition, and blind beliefs of the
community as well as their implications in social context. 'l"h.e translatqr
must have the social ability to understand the social connotation of Dalit
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.1 PERSPECTIVES IN INDIAN LITERATURE

DALIT DISCOURSE: CRITICAL® ] e uSing .
dialects as well as translate 1t 1010 target anguag' e appropriate
vocabulary. Another major problem generally face by the translator js ¢

find similar vocabulary for target language. Many Dalit _d’a]eCtS are
unable to translate into target language. Dalit autobiography is one of the
important and popular genres of Dalit literature. It represents the whole
story of pain and suffering of a Dalit in plain manner. Dalit writers have
succeeded in raising their voice sO far muted for justice to internationa]
level by using the form of autobiography for presenting the persona]
narratives in the public sphere. As Gajarawala f:]alms that, “Thc genre of
Dalit autobiography offers us a particularly salient opportunity to dissect
the problem of historicity. Undoubtedly one of the most important genres
of modern canon of this literature of protest. autobiography is in fact
inaugural: it marks the start of Dalit literary mO\{Cmcnt"(177).
Autc;biography as a genre serves on two levels: it.deSCI‘leS personal
experiences of the narrator representing at the same time cultural, social,
economic, and political life of the community concerned. It means the
autobiography is not only the individual life story but the story of the
whole community. While describing the life narrative of the writer,
socio-cultural and economic life of the society is exposed in various
dialects of the society that represent culture, custom, and tradition of the
society, which are unfamiliar to the foreign reader.

Translation plays an important role in any discussion of literature
in the contemporary world. J. R. Firth claims that ‘the fact is, translation
is a necessity on cconomic and on general human grounds’ (1353).
Through translation of literature, people realize the cultural, political, and
social life of the people. Hence, the translation theory is very significant
for contemporary research.

Translation can be treading a slippery ground as Christoph
Gutknecht comments that ‘Communication between different individuals
and nations is always easy, especially when more than one language is
involved. The job of a translator and / or interpreter is to try to bridge the
gap between two foreign languages’ (692). Finding an equivalent in the
target language has also been problematic for the translator.

. Whatsoever, the translation serves as a bridge between culture
i.e. clear from the fact that it is going on right from the Renaissance, the
age that the rise of humanism, has been known ‘the great age of
translation” in which many ancient texts had been translated. History of
translation is testimony of success to provide treasure of knowledge. The
kno“l'lefige can be used _for human welfare. This significance of
reaion ke vadton st n mporan i i
( - rlere one can aptly cite from the translate Arun

Prabha Mukherjee, and what she fi . -
DU . eels about the translation of Dalit
writer: ‘I do hope that this English translation of Joot? b able

to convey the timbre of Valmiki’s voice- : oothan has been 2°
almiki’s voice: its honesty, its anger, IS
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mockery and its safiness. No translation is a replica of the original text
and every translation _necessanl.y involves a loss. My translation of
Joothan 1s no exception. At times the English version may sound
3\\»k\\';-1rd.‘ but .I have chosen awkwardness over falsification or
softening’. (XXXIX)

Moreox_v'er, one can say that Translation studies enriching
contemporary literature as well as criticism as Bassnett says ‘Translation
Studies, therefore, is exploring new ground, bridging as it does the gap
between the vast area of stylistics, literary history, linguistics, semiotics
and aesthetics, (17). Another leading figure in translation theory Edwin
Gentzler mentions: ‘Although considered a marginal discipline in
academia, translation theory is central to anyone interpreting literature; in
an historical period characterized by the proliferation of literary theories,
translation theory is becoming increasingly relevant of them all’ (1).
Hence, translation plays a major role in contemporary literature and
research.
Translation of the autobiographies particularly Omprakash
Valmiki's Joothan, Kishore Kale’s Against All Odds, and Urmila
Pawar’s Aavdan might not offer the real test of literariness but the
translators succeed in maintaining the original flavour. It is observed that
the translator has certain limitations because of the concepts, culture, and
customs. as well as colloquial, vernacular dialects used by Dalit writers.
The translators seem to fail in providing the exact meaning of colloquial
and vernacular dialects in the autobiographies to the foreign reader. In
Kishore Kale's autobiography Against All Odds, the custom of
Chirautana is the brutal custom of the community. One cannot find such
practice in other communities. Besides, the custom is considered as a
legal affair in the community. It is equally difficult to translate the
practice of the community into target language. The custom of
Chirautana is translated as ‘a young girl’s first sexual encounter’. Here.
the foreign reader is not able to understand the other implications of the
concept where the girl is merely an object, mute sufferer, and passive
receiver of that injustice. Hence, it is the translator’s responsibility to
offer clarification of the concept to the foreign reader during the
translation. In the case of Aaydan, the translator has used many Marathi
words due to the problem of untranslatability of culture specific terms
and concepts. The word to word translation is also another problem for
the foreign reader to understand the culture specific meaning of the

concept such as Randkisuj — ‘widower’s swelling’, this does not offer the
real meaning to the foreign reader because the Marathi word has the
is responsible for her husband’s

multiple meanings i.e. —the woman 1 ‘ !
death. she does not deserve a decent life, she 1s considered as
f the autobiographies

inauspicious and so on. However, the translations o °
ry to provide the original flavour to the foreign reader. Because of suc
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DALIT DISCOURSE: CRITICAL PERSPECTIVES IN INDIAN LITERATURE
English translations Dalit writcrs’ voice reaches the internationg]
audience. . ..

So far as the translation of Dalit literature is concerned, it is a
call for the academician to explore life, and cultu.re of Dalits gt
international level. The translated Dalit 1iterqturc provides a space for
sharing Dalit anguish and distress to the foreign reader. Dalit literature
not only speaks about social discrimination but alsp proves its own
strength of potentiality and identity. Througl) translation, socio-cultura]
transmission has been possible among the disempowered groups of the
world.
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The contributions of Dalit writers have been emerging every
day to enrich Dalit literature, as well as Indian literature in
Lece"t years. The significances of Dalit identit?: in the caste
d.egemomc‘socnety are brought out in the Dalit literature. Dalit
I_;scoursgm Indian Literature is not confined only to the
Ife-condition and struggle of the people on the lowest rung of
the social hierarchy but vividly and candidly portrays the whole
socio political, religio-economic and culturanerspecuves. The
people, who suffers and demands the representation of their
agony and thus they could create their own space for Dalit
discourse.

The word ‘Dalit Discourse’ is also crucial. It is an emphasis not
on voice or borrowed theory but an autonomous language fo
articulate a dalit view of the world. The present edited book
offers the issues of Dalit Discourse in Indian Literature. The
study of Dalit Discourse in Indian Literature is so vast that it
cannot be presented or tackled in single book still it is a
sincere attempt to highlight the mostat its best.

Dr. Kishor N. Ingole (MA, M.Phil, PhD.) is presentP working as
Assistant Professor of English at Shivaji College, Hina) i (MS). He is a
Research Supervisor at SRTM University, Nanded (MS). His area of
interest is Indian Writing in English and English Language Teaching.
He has completed one Minor Research Project entitled ‘Daiit
Consciousness in Non-Dalit Writings: With Special Reference to
Munshi Premchand’s Godan and Rohinton Mistry’s A Fine Balance
sponsored by UGC (WRO), Pune. He is author of one book. He has
edited three books and co-edited three books. He has presented 35
research papers in national and international seminars and
conferences. He has published 36 articles in peer-reviewed national
and international journals, seminar and conference proceedings and
edited anthologies. He has written 08 chapters in books. He has
received 08 district and state level awards from various NGOs of
Maharashtra State. He is a Member, BOS in English at Swami
Ramanand Teerth Marathwada University, Nanded (MS). He has
acted as Organizing Secretary and Convener for many National
Conferences, Seminars and Webinars.
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