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Introduction:  
The Ministry was set up in 1999 after the bifurcation of Ministry of Social Justice and 

Empowerment with the objective of providing a more focused approach towards the integrated socio-
economic development of the Scheduled Tribes (the most underprivileged section of the Indian Society) 
in a coordinated and planned manner. Before the formation of the Ministry, tribal affairs were handled by 
different Ministries at different points in time. The Ministry of Tribal Affairs is the Nodal Ministry for 
overall policy planning and coordination of programmes for development of STs. To this end, the 
Ministry has undertaken activities that follow under the subjects allocated in the Government of India 
(Allocation of Business) Rules, 1961 and amendment(s) thereafter. For the first time after the country 
became Independent, the Government of India is proposing the formulation of a National Policy on 
Scheduled Tribes. The policy seeks to bring Scheduled Tribes into the mainstream of society through a 
multipronged approach for their all-round development without disturbing their distinct culture. 

There are 698 Scheduled Tribes spread all over the country barring States and 
Union Territories like Chandigarh, Delhi, Haryana, Pondicherry and Punjab. Orissa has the largest 
number  68--of Scheduled Tribes. Scheduled Tribes are those which are notified as such by the President 
of India under Article 342 of the Constitution. The first notification was issued in 1950. The President 

large, geographical isolation and social and economic backwardness before notifying them as a Scheduled 
 

 

Objectives 
The basic objective of the paper is: 

1. To determine the Government Schemes for Women skill development. 
2. To know the  

 

Research Methodology 
The proposed study mainly is descriptive in nature. The research done is based on secondary data. 

Here, the data from various research journals, websites and articles are collected in order to understand 
the Government Schemes for Women skill develop
India. This paper primarily focuses on the Government Schemes for Women skill development with 
Special Schemes for Tribal Women. 
 

Government Schemes for Women skill development: Special Schemes for Tribal Women 
Policies of the Ministry of Tribal Affairs ensure the development of both Scheduled Tribe 

men and women. However, women suffer a greater disadvantage, thus special schemes meant for the 
benefit of ST women and girls are given below: 
1) Scheme of Girls & Boys Hostels for STs:  

Central assistance given to States for construction or extension of hostel buildings- 100 % 

on 50: 50 basis.  
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2) Scheme of Ashram Schools in Tribal Areas:  
Provides residential schools for STs to increase the literacy rate. State Governments are 

in naxal affected areas. Funding pattern for the other Schools is on 50: 50 basis.  
3) Scheme for Strengthening Education among ST Girls in Low Literacy Districts:  

Scheme being implemented in 54 identified low literacy Districts where the ST population is 
25 % or more, and ST female literacy rate is below 35%, or its fractions, as per 2001 census. Other 
tribal blocks fulfilling these criteria are also covered. Areas inhabited by Particularly Vulnerable 
Tribal Groups (PVTGs) and naxalite affected areas are given priority. Scheme implemented through 
Voluntary Organizations (VOs), Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) and autonomous 
institutions of State Government. Scheme also provides 100 % assistance for running and 
maintenance of educational complexes for ST girls who include free education, boarding and lodging, 
books, uniforms, medical help, coaching, incentives to girls, awards, etc. Scheme converges Sarva 
Shiksha Abhiyan and Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidhyalaya. 
4) Scholarships:  

To maximize retention of ST students promoting higher learning, monetary incentives are 
provided by Ministry of Tribal Affairs in the form of scholarships such as Pre Matric Scholarship, 
Post Matric Scholarship, National Overseas Scholarship, and Scholarship for Top Class Education 
and Rajiv Gandhi National Fellowship for ST students.  
5) Special Central Assistance to Tribal Sub Scheme: 

It is 100 % grant for providing support for education, health, sanitation, water supply, 
livelihood, skill development, minor infrastructure etc.  
6) Grants under Article 275 (1) of the Constitution:  

It is 100 % grant for promoting the welfare of Scheduled Tribes in that State or raising the 
level of administration of Scheduled Areas. Funds are provided for various sectorial interventions.  
7) Adivasi Mahila Sashaktikaran Yojana:  

National Scheduled Tribes Finance and Development Corporation (NSTFDC), under 
Ministry of Tribal Affairs provide loans to Scheduled Tribes women for income generation activity at 
concessional rate of 4 % per annum.  
8) Various rural development programmes  

Various rural development programmes like, Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment 
Guarantee Act (MGNREGA), Pradhan Mantri Awaas Yojana- Gramin (PMAY-G), Pradhan Mantri 
Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY), Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana-National Rural Livelihoods Mission 
(DAY-NRLM) and National Social Assistance Programme (NSAP) bring improvement to rural areas, 
including tribal women. Government has been earmarking funds towards Scheduled Tribe 
Component (STC) under Pradhan Mantri Awaas Yojana-Gramin (PMAY-G) and Deendayal 
Antyodaya Yojana-National Rural Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NRLM). Under Pradhan Mantri 
Awaas Yojana-Gramin (PMAY-G) (erstwhile Indira Awaas Yojana), 60 % is allocated to SCs/STs. 5 
% of the allocation to benefit Scheduled Tribes and other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of 
Forest Rights Act, 2006) known as FRA beneficiaries. 
9) Schemes by Ministry of Women and Child Development:  

Following schemes by Ministry of Women and Child Development benefit all women, 
including ST women:  
1) Beti Bachao Beti Padhao Scheme 
2) One Stop Centre Scheme 
3) Women Helpline Scheme 
4) Ujjawala Yojana 
5) Working Women Hostel 
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6) Rajiv Gandhi National Creche Scheme for the Children of Working Mothers.  
 

Conclusions:  
The study found that the government Schemes for Women skill development: Special Schemes 

for Tribal  Skill development has highly impacted for tribal women empowerment. It has 
changed the image of tribal women workforce. The results are: 

 Central assistance given to States for construction or extension of hostel buildings- 100 % central 
share for  

 Provides residential schools for STs to increase the literacy rate of tribal women. 
 Government has provided Scholarship for Top Class Education and Rajiv Gandhi National 

Fellowship for ST students.  
 Various rural development programmes Schemes by Ministry of Women and Child Development 
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Citizenship Amendment Act 2019: Issues and Challenges 
Dr. Arun Pentawar 
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
Abstract:  

The Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) passed by the BJP government has been challenged by 
uprisings nationwide. Protests have broken out across India, a few of them violent, against the Citizenship 
(Amendment) Act 2019. The Act seeks to amend the definition of illegal immigrant for Hindu, Sikh, Parsi, 
Buddhist and Christian immigrants from Pakistan, Afghanistan and Bangladesh, who have lived in India 

without documentation. They will be granted fast track Indian citizenship in six years. So far 12 years of 
residence has been the standard eligibility requirement for naturalisation. But so many issues and challenges 
before the Citizenship Amendment Bill. 
Keywords: Citizenship, Amendment Act, Indian Citizenship, Government etc. 

Introduction:  
The Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) passed by the BJP government has been challenged by 

uprisings nationwide. The questions raised by the masses are met with denial, deflection and deceptive 
statements. The government defends the Act, citing there are no plans to implement the National Register of 

Citizens (NRC) nationwide and that the National Population Register (NPR) and CAA have nothing to do with 
NRC. However, a careful reading of the Citizenship Act and Citizenship Rules reveals the truth. 

The government says that CAA is to help persecuted refugees. Current Indian nationality laws which 
regulate citizenship based on birth, descent, application (registration) and naturalisation are sufficient as they 

are, covering a broad spectrum of possibilities. The argument for persecuted refugees can be dealt by making 
provisions through appropriate amendments in the current laws for accommodating refugees, granting them 
legal status and fast-tracking their admission to Indian citizenship should they apply for it. A separate 
discriminatory law is not needed for it at all. 

Objectives: 
The basic objective of the paper is: 

1. To determine the Citizenship Amendment Bill. 
2. To know the Issues and challenges before the Citizenship Amendment Act. 

Research Methodology & Sources: 
The proposed study mainly is descriptive in nature. The research done is based on secondary data. Here, 

the data from various research journals, websites and articles are collected in order to understand the 
Citizenship Amendment Bill 2019. 

What is Citizenship Amendment Act? 
The Citizenship (Amendment) Act of 2019 amended the Citizenship Act, 1955, by inserting the 

following provisos in section 2, sub-section (1), after clause (b): 
“Provided that any person belonging to Hindu, Sikh, Buddhist, Jain, Parsi or Christian community from 

Afghanistan, Bangladesh or Pakistan, who entered into India on or before the 31st day of December, 2014 and 
who has been exempted by the Central Government by or under clause (c) of sub-section (2) of section 3 of the 
Passport (Entry into India) Act, 1920 or from the application of the provisions of the Foreigners Act, 1946 or 
any rule or order made thereunder, shall not be treated as illegal migrant for the purposes of this Act;”1 

The Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2019 (CAA) is an act that was passed in the Parliament on 
December 11, 2019. The 2019 CAA amended the Citizenship Act of 1955 allowing Indian citizenship for 
Hindu, Sikh, Buddhist, Jain, Parsi, and Christian religious minorities who fled from the neighbouring Muslim 
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majority countries of Pakistan, Bangladesh and Afghanistan before December 2014 due to "religious 
persecution or fear of religious persecution". However, the Act excludes Muslims. Under CAA 2019 
amendment, migrants who entered India by December 31, 2014, and had suffered "religious persecution or fear 

of religious persecution" in their country of origin, were made eligible for citizenship by the new law. These 
types of migrants will be granted fast track Indian citizenship in six years. The amendment also relaxed the 
residence requirement for naturalization of these migrants from eleven years to five. 

The Citizenship (Amendment) Bill, 2019 
The Bill adds two additional provisions on citizenship to illegal migrants belonging to these religions 

from the three countries.   
Consequences of acquiring citizenship:   

The Bill says that on acquiring citizenship: (i) such persons shall be deemed to be citizens of India from 
the date of their entry into India, and (ii) all legal proceedings against them in respect of their illegal migration 

or citizenship will be closed.  
Exception:   

Further, the Bill adds that the provisions on citizenship for illegal migrants will not apply to the tribal 
areas of Assam, Meghalaya, Mizoram, or Tripura, as included in the Sixth Schedule to the Constitution.  These 

tribal areas include Karbi Anglong (in Assam), Garo Hills (in Meghalaya), Chakma District (in Mizoram), and 
Tripura Tribal Areas District.  It will also not apply to the areas under the Inner Line” under the Bengal Eastern 
Frontier Regulation, 1873.  The Inner Line Permit regulates visit of Indians to Arunachal Pradesh, Mizoram, 
and Nagaland.    

Citizenship by naturalisation:  
The Act allows a person to apply for citizenship by naturalisation, if the person meets certain 

qualifications. The Bill further reduces the period of naturalisation for such group of persons from six years to 
five years. 

Issues and Problems of CAA Bill 
1. The CAA goes against Articles 5, 10, 14 and 15 of the Indian Constitution which guarantees equality 

before law and protection against any discrimination on the basis of religion, race, caste, sex, place of 
birth or any of them. 

2. The CA Act does not provide any guidelines as to which document will prove citizenship. The 
government also has not framed any guidelines and is not clear as to which document will decisively 
prove citizenship. 

3. While people who live in urban areas and have awareness and access, might have done their 

documentation, but the people from rural who lack awareness and access will not be having 
documentation. Similarly, while the educated might have some form of documentation, the illiterate 
would be at disadvantage. 

4. While everyone will be in danger, the poor, and the illiterate will be even more disadvantaged as they 

will lack awareness, access and resources to both documentation process and also to judicial relief in 
case of them being declared foreigners. In a country where awareness about documentation is still rare, 
majority of population is still illiterate, it is highly impossible to present any documentation, let alone a 
set of comprehensive documents to prove one’s citizenship. 

5. While CAA as such is a problematic and unconstitutional the NRC process as being planned by the 
government to execute in tantem with the CAA will be even more disastrous. No clear guidelines have 
been framed and it will be done arbitrarily, resulting in tearing the very fabric of our plural society, 
dividing and depriving people of their citizenship and rights on the basis of religion. 
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Challenges before Citizenship Amendment Act 2019 

1. Political challenge 
The bill was opposed by the Indian National Congress, who said it would create communal tensions and 

polarise India. The Chief Ministers of the Indian states of Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, West Bengal, Punjab, 

Kerala and Rajasthan and union territory of Pondicherry – all led by non-BJP governments – said they will not 
implement the law. According to the Union Home Ministry, states lack the legal power to stop the 
implementation of CAA. The Ministry stated that "the new legislation has been enacted under the Union List of 
the 7th Schedule of the Constitution. The states have no power to reject it". Modi stated on 21 December that 

the NRC had only been implemented in Assam to follow a directive from the Supreme Court of India, and that 
there had been no decision taken to implement it nation-wide.  

2. Legal challenge  
The Indian Union Muslim League petitioned the Supreme Court of India to declare the bill illegal. The 

royal family of Tripura also filed a petition in the Supreme Court against the bill. The first hearing by the 

Supreme Court of India on 60 petitions challenging the Act was on 18 December 2019. During the first hearing, 
the court declined to stay implementation of the Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2019. 

3. Challenging the Constitutional Body 
Several petitions have been filed challenging the constitutional validity of the Citizenship (Amendment) 

Act, 2019, including by RJD leader Manoj Jha, Trinamool Congress MP Mahua Moitra and AIMIM leader 
Asaduddin Owaisi. Several other petitioners include Muslim body Jamiat Ulama-i-Hind, All Assam Students 
Union (AASU), Peace Party, CPI, NGOs 'Rihai Manch' and Citizens Against Hate, advocate M L Sharma, and 
law students have also approached the apex court challenging the Act. 

Conclusions: 
The Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) passed by the BJP government has been challenged by 
uprisings nationwide.  
Protests have broken out across India, a few of them violent, against the Citizenship (Amendment) Act 

2019.  
The Act seeks to amend the definition of illegal immigrant for Hindu, Sikh, Parsi, Buddhist and 
Christian immigrants from Pakistan, Afghanistan and Bangladesh, who have lived in India without 
documentation.  

The Bill further reduces the period of naturalisation for such group of persons from six years to five 
years. 
Many issues and challenges before the Citizenship Amendment Bill. 
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