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Comparative Politics and Its Evolution

Mr. Arun Pentawar
Head, Dept. of Political Science
Sunderrao Solanke Mahavidyalaya, Majalgaon.

Introduction:

Comparative politics is a field in political science, characterized by an empirical approach
based on the comparative method. In other words, comparative politics is the study of the domestic
politics, political institutions, and conflicts of countries. The study of comparative politics involves
conscious comparisons in studying political experience, institutions, behaviour and processes of the
systems of government in a comprehensive manner. It includes the study of even extra-constitutional
agencies having their immediate connection, open or tacit, with formal governmental organs.

It is, therefore, concerned with significant regularities, similarities and differences in the
working of political institutions and in the patterns of political behaviour. In simple words, we can
say, Comparative Politics involves a comparative study of various political systems either as a whole
or through a comparative analysis of their structures and functions.

Definitions of Comparative Politics:

“Comparative Politics is the study of the forms of political organisations, their properties,
correlations, variations and modes of change.” M. G. Smith

“Comparative Politics is the study of patterns of national governments in the contemporary
world.”

“Comparative Politics is concerned with significant regularities, similarities and differences in
the working of political institutions and political behaviour.” M. Curtis
Concept of Comparative Politics:

Comparative Politics is as old as Political Science. Aristotle, the father of Political Science,
used comparative method for comprehending and analysing principles, issues and problems of Greek
City States of his times. He used the knowledge gained for building his theory of politics.

Following Aristotle, several political thinkers began using the comparative method for
analysing and presenting their views and conclusion about politics. Thus, it can be legitimately
observed that comparative politics had its origin with Aristotle.

Evolution of Comparative Politics:

Since times very ancient, Comparative Politics has been a very popular and useful subject of
study within the broad ambit of Political Science.

Aristotle observed the working of 158 constitutions and used the knowledge for answering such
questions as: Which is an ideal state? Which can be the best practicable state?

Which is the best constitution? Aristotle’s path was followed by his admirers, and the tradition still
continues.

It can be stated with certainty that right from the days of Aristotle, comparative study of
political institutions, governments and processes has been developing as a major and popular area of
investigation with a large number of political scientists. After Aristotle, several political thinkers—
Cicero, Polybius, Machiavelli, Montesquieu, J.S. Mill, Bagehot and others, used the comparative
method in a highly productive way.

In the 20th century, the ancient tradition received a systematic use and development at the
hands of a large number of political scientists, particularly, Ogg, Zink, Munro, C.F. Strong, Herman
Finer, Almond, Powell, Blondel, A.R. Ball, Colelman, David Apter, S E Finer and others.

In the Western world, Comparative Politics came to be regarded as an autonomous discipline.
Several scholars of the Third World countries (New States) got engaged in Comparative Politics
studies and the exercise still continues. Comparative Politics continues to be a very popular area of
study. The increase in the number of sovereign independent states has made the task more interesting
as well as challenging.

In fact, in contemporary times, the importance of Comparative Politics has increased
tremendously. The existence of 193 political systems and some non-state political entities in the world
has greatly enlarged the scope of Comparative Politics. The need to build a scientific theory of politics
and the potential of Comparative Method to serve this end has been mainly responsible for its
increased importance.
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In the 19th century, Comparative Politics studies (Popularly designated as Comparative

Government) were used by the political scientists for arriving at correct and valid conclusions
regarding the nature and organisation of state and government through a comparative study of
organisation, powers and functions of various political institutions working in various states.

Conclusion:

>

>
>
>
>

Comparative Politics is the study of the forms of political organisations.

Comparative Politics involves a comparative study of various political systems either as a
whole or through a comparative analysis of their structures and functions.

Aristotle, the father of Political Science, used comparative method for comprehending and
analysing principles, issues and problems of Greek City States of his times.

After Aristotle, several political thinkers—Cicero, Polybius, Machiavelli, Montesquieu, J.S.
Mill, Bagehot and others, used the comparative method in a highly productive way.

In the 20th century, the ancient tradition received a systematic use and development at the
hands of a large number of political scientists, particularly, Ogg, Zink, Munro, C.F. Strong,
Herman Finer, Almond, Powell, Blonde, A.R. Ball, Coleman, David Apter, S E Finer and
others.
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Participation of Women in Panchayat Raj System: Status and Challenges

Mr. Arun S.Pentawar
Head, Dept. of Political Science
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Email- arunpentawar @ gmail.com
Mb. 9067449988

Introduction:

The Panchayat Raj generally refers to the system of local self-government in India. In
India also in Maharashtra, the Panchayat Raj now functions as a system of governance in which
gram panchayats are the basic units of local administration. The system has three levels: Gram
Panchayat (village level), Panchayat Samiti (block level), and Zila Parishad (district level). The
Panchayat Raj system was first adopted by the state of Rajasthan in Nagaur district on 2 Oct
1959. During the 1950s and 60s, other state governments adopted this system as laws were
passed to establish panchayats in various states. The second state was Andhra Pradesh, while
Maharashtra was the ninth state. In the history of Panchayat Raj, in India, on 24 April 1993, the
Constitutional (73rd amendment) Act 1992 came into force to provide constitutional status to the
Panchayati Raj institutions. In a country like India, where social orientation is based on class,
caste and gender, the picture of deprivation and inequality is appalling, The women are not
considered as a social group. They are either included with men or totally ignored. Later, the
73rd constitutional Amendment Act (1992) created space for women in political participation
and decision-making at the grass root ley :'.-'p};‘__‘c_)'vidihg that 1/3rd of the seats would be reserved
for women all over the country. 5 3

The 73rd Constitutional Amendment A
women in PRIs set up in two ways::

AA), 1992 says- “It provides reservations for
office ‘of the members and for that of the
chairpersons”. As per the clause (2) and (3) of article 243(d), not less than one third of the seats
meant for direct election of members at each tier of the Panchayats are to be reserved for the
women. On August 27, 2009, the Union Cabinet of the Government of India approved 50%
reservation for women in Panchayat Raj System. The Indian states Andhra Pradesh, Bihar,
Chhattisgarh, Himachal Pradesh, Jharkhand, Kerala, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh Maharashtra,

Odisha, Rajasthan, Sikkim, Tamil Nadu, Tripura, West Bengal and Uttarakhand have
implemented 50% reservation for women in Panchayat Raj System.

Objectives of the paper:
1. To know the panchayat raj system in India.
2. To know the participation of women in panchayat raj system.

3. To know the status and challenges of women in participation of panchayat raj system.

Hypothesis:
1. Gram panchayats are the basic units of local administration.

2. Mabharashtra government has im

plemented 50% reservation for women in Panchayat Raj
System.

3. 73rd constitutional Amendment Act (1992) created s

pace for women in political
participation in Maharashtra.
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Present research paper researcher has used a research method of observation, analytical

and descriptive methodology.

Data Collection-
In this research paper using secondary data collection method like as reference books,

publications, journals, news papers, magazines and internet websites etc.

Status of Women participation in Panchayat Raj System

Increased political accountability to women comes out only from increasing their
numbers amongst decision-makers, although this is necessary and important. It must also be
linked to improved democratic governance overall, understood as inclusive, responsive and
accountable management of public affairs.

The benchmark generally selected for evaluating women's participation in politics is their
representation in term of numbers or percentages. This does not facilitate adequate
understanding, because representation does not, in itself, constitute evidence of participation.
Thus, several indicators have been identified for determining the status and quality of women
participation in the local political process.

1. Participation in the Gram Sabha
Participation has been taken as a vital index for the women members to assess their

empowerment in Panchayat Raj Institutions. According to the 73rd Amendment (Part IX), a
Gram Sabha may exercise powers and p@_r;ft)lfﬁ;_:;functio_ns at the village level as provided by laws
enacted by its state legislature. A large i}f&poﬁibn of female is organizing and attending the gram
sabha meetings. A study conducted during 2008- by Ministry of Panchayat Raj showed that
a sizeable 93 per cent of male sarpanch reporte orming their primary role of organizing and
attending the Gram Sabha meetings. However, smaller in numbers than male Sarpanch, a
significantly large proportion of female Sarpanch (86 per cent) also reported executing this
important role of being a local Panchayati Raj functionary.

2. Encouraging Community Participation in Gram Sabha

Elected representatives are expected to create an enabling environment for the local
community, and especially women, to participate in Gram Sabha meetings, raise questions,
interact and present their opinions. In a study, conducted by the Ministry of Panchayati Raj,
showed the attendance in Gram Sabha meetings, which is an important indicator of the quality of
women representatives' participation. The study showed a low participation of women citizens in
Gram Sabha meetings, suggesting low levels of mobilization by elected women representatives.
About 63 per cent of elected representatives themselves indicated that less than 25 per cent of
women participate in the Gram Sabha meetings.

3. Interaction with Government Officials

According to the statistics and data (Ministry of Panchayat Raj) the womenfolk
participate in the gram sabha meetings; however, there persists hesitation when it comes to
interaction with the officials about their problems or developmental works. Sometimes gender
disparity becomes a hindrance towards putting forward their view point. The all-India figure
shows that more than half the total Sarpanch maintained good relations with the loca] police. By
contrast, only 31 per cent of Ward Members reported interaction with the local police. Among

,,_90 E Website — www.researchjourney.net Email - researchjourney2014 mail com
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the elected women representatives, nearly 32 per cent reported regular i
police, in comparison to 45 per cent of the men (study conducted by Ministry of Panchayat Raj).

nteraction with the

4. Participation in Community Mobilization

Effective participation is not adequately reflected in statistics on meeting attendance, but
may also be tested by evaluating the elected representatives in terms of their articulation,
openness to discussions, adopting issues and generally solving problems of the community. They
are more effective when they succeed in mobilizing the community about various developmental
issues and thus, create awareness among the people. A study on the all-India level on community
mobilization on health-related issues showed that the total of 43 per cent of women
representatives and about 47 per cent of men reported taking part in health-related campaigns.

5. Status of Women Sarpanch in Maharashtra
According in 2017, Uttar Pradesh has the highest number of women sarpanch at 19,992 but
only 34% of total sarpanch. The second no of the state of Maharashtra has 13960 woman

sarpanch, an above average 50% of the total number.

General observations of women sarpanch in Maharashtra

Despite several stumbling blocks women panchayat raj members have generally
performed well throughout the country. Several surveys indicate this. The Ministry of Panchayati
Raj of the Government of India has also conducted one, with by far the largest sample size.
Culling the observations from all the sources certain common points emerge-

Participation of women in the Gram Sabha meetings increases when the Sarpanch is a
woman. This corroborates the general "';ﬁéfceb:t_ioq that political communication improves when
the citizen and the leader are of the same sex.

Since women panchayat representatives ; "_i:l\s,;i_st_ently demand for adequate supply of
drinking water, housing and social welfate programs, and expenditure on these counts are
relatively higher in women headed panchayats.

Women headed panchayats score brownie points in construction of roads, upkeep of
drinking water facilities and administering government loan schemes. However their
performance is not as effective in ensuring irrigation avenues.

Women headed panchayats generally take more interests in negotiating social evils like
child marriage, indiscriminate sale of liquor, witch-hunting and such other problems.

Challenges of women in panchayat raj system
1. Dual responsibility: Women traditionally burdened with domestic work face difficulties

in balancing the official work with their home.

2. Lack of security: Sometimes due to lack of security women members fail to visit remote
areas in odd hours or attend meetings in faraway places. Gradual criminalization of
politics also is arresting their participation.

3. Communication problem hinders performance as most of the correspondences, rules
and regulations are in English.

4. Due to lack of exposure and experience women members face difficulty in asserting
themselves. The fact that majority of women enter politics through reservation and
kinship arrangement only accentuates this problem.

e
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5. Non-cooperation of the male mem
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6. Respect and education problem Often, th _
r inexperience and
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poor education.

7. Elected women members are §
the family. In many parts of India, especially

duties of the women sarpanch and gram pancha

ometimes used as dolls behind their husbands or men in

in Maharashtra the husband performs the

yat members.

Conclusion:
> In Maharashtra gram panchayats are the b
» 73rd constitutional Amendment Act (1992) created space for wom

participation in Maharashtra.
» There are several challenges still that the women are

asic units of local administration.
en in political

facing in the local governance

system.

» Rural women were particularly vulnerable a
maintained in rural areas, patriarchal families and lack of w

» A combination of constitutional provisions, government p
awareness among rural women will eventually result in Indian women
the mainstream political power sharing and decision-making.

» Participation of women in the Gram Sabha meetings increases when the Sarpanch is a

s a group because of strong traditional values
omen's education.

olicies, social action and self
becoming part of

woman. DN
$ Elected women members are sometimes used as dolls behind their husbands or men in

the family.
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