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RP/BBC Pronunciation and Rural Students

v

Suresh B Deshmukh
Department of Foglish
Sundermao Solanke Mahavidyalaya, Majatzaon
Abstract

1 he academy due fo the demand of
English language skills have been focused by the academy cud e det

e coewnerstlliv the
1 i S - ~hangine drastieaily CRPeClly ik
professional English speaker. The ficld of education has been changing arist.

use of English language. English medium schools, professional development courses refate to the
language have been given the due importance in education process. [n thus wenaro, the rural
students arc lacking behind in professional skills of Enghish language. The present papet throws
light upon the some issues of the pronunciation skill of Fnghsh languane 1t srovides an

overview 10 some facts and solutions for rural teachers and students to enbance the pronunpeatien
skill.

Key words: RP/BBC Pronunciation, Teaching Englih, Tove, [ntoeaton, Rural Studenty,

Language Skills

Due to globalization and use of Intemet, Engloh Language plays a pvotal role tor

communication. English language has been using tur soeal edia Lie twiiter, ce boeek,
WhatsApp, and so on. Teaching English language to the rural students has been a major convern
for the English teachers. In fact, the teacher is caught i a dileauna whether to teach Lierture or
language. Hence, the teachers of rural colleges have w pay more attention W Lhinguage skalls
When it is a matter of rural students, teaching language skills are mure important than that of
literary skills especially to UG students. At the UG level, the students are unable acquire the
language skills owing to background of the rural swdents, syllabus, and teaching leaming

process. The English teachers at primary and secondary level schools do not pay attention to the
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Pronunciation skil| of language while teaching English in the classroom. When it Comeg |,

teaching leaming process, the teachers have to use different techniques as well as inculcage f0og

habits w; .
bits with competence in the learner to overcome all the problems mentioned above,

The most important thing for rural students is to acquire spoken skills thought varj

. 0y
means like media S

dramas, sery “TV News, The English Newspaper, watching English language Movies,
teaChm:g j::;llsn c’and English ?rogrmnn1es. Being a rural student, he/she has to rely upon th,
s T p;oprocess carried out in the classroom. Taking into account the situation of Furg]
, I duty of the English t
the students to acquire the skills of

Pro D
aunciation, is not considered as an

eachers to develop interest and linguistic habitg amop
English Language. Teaching English, using Receiveg

important practice by the English teachers, Receiyeg

Pronunciatiop i ¢
1 1s “the standard accent of English as spoken in the south of England’ Teach;
. chin
g

|
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Janguage, the students as well as teachers should referrer the English dictionary (or Pronouncing
Dictionary by Dainel Jones) regularly to know the exact pronunciation of the word. Another
hurdle to the rural students is that they are detached from the English language owing to the
environment they live in. They are not able to listen the English language in day today life.
Hence, they have to take extra efforts to be in contact with English language.

The main feature of any language is to be learnt naturally. No one teaches anyone any
language, it has to be learnt. The teacher has his own limitations in the classroom, whatever the
teacher teaches in the classroom, he/she never teaches the language but teaches about the
language. Hence, the language has to be learnt as per need of a person. Therefore, the students
must be aware about the need of English language. While teaching pronunciation, the teacher
should use accurate pronunciation with correct accent so that the students can understand and
speak with the correct pronunciation with accent at least similar to that of international English
language. The teaching of English pronunciation is encountered many issues regarding verities
of pronunciation like American, Australian, or many other but the BBC world sets its own
standard, it should be followed by the teachers and students. Once we should have mastery over

the RP/BBC pronunciation, we can learn and use other standard pronunciation like American
pronunciation as per need or situation.

It is commonly observed that the UG level students have problems of pronunciation
about certain suffixes of words. For instance, the suffixes like ‘-ment’ and past participle from of
the verbs i.e. ‘-ed’ are pronounced as /ment/ instead of /mant/ , and /kd/ instead of /Id/ or /&/
respectively. There are many other issues as well like strong and weak form of auxiliary and
model auxiliary verbs. Other major issues about tone (use of pitch in language) and intonation
(raise and fall of pitch), the pronunciation skills can be mastered by practice but when it is a
matter of intonation, it needs to take serious efforts by the teachers. Mastering tone and
intonation of English language is never ending process for the English teachers of South Asian
countries. Only drilling and practicing the same cannot give desired result. It needs serious

training, continuous practice, and unending interest in the pronunciation skill of the language.
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teachi onunciation is the unava ‘ i Dl
Another issue of teaching pr e or never use internet facilitjeg. In -

ter literat
The teachers and the students are not compt

: e teachers and students. The (,,
cases, the training programmes should be organized for th ton drill. Specs Chey
, room for practice of pronutt CUrgey

hers (of primary, secondary, higher secondary sch%l).

one of the important components of pmfeSSiOna}

should spend more time in the class
should be organized for the English teac
Over all, the English pronunciation skill is

: ill for jobs in vario
English; it is a need of hour for the rural students to acquire the skill ] US Sectorg .

i that help th
national and international level. Here are some facts and solutions P the leame; of

pronunciation skill.
Facts:

> The English teachers (Primary, Secondary, Higher Secondary, and UG) do not pay
attention to pronunciation skill with due consideration.

Unavailability of electronic resource like Language Lab., internet facility, computers, et
No special training programme for the teachers.

Absentee in UG classroom

Lack of proper environment for the students

Teaching process at school level

V V V VY V V

Untrained teachers at various educational level

Solutions:

> The teaching of English pronunciation has to be
secondary school, and UG leve].

Audio-visual teaching Aids should be used for ¢
Use of language laboratory and Pronunciation

> .

> eaching pronunciation.
> Recording option must be used (smart phone)
>

>

Dictionary

Smart phone can be used ag teaching aid in the classrog
m.

Listening TV news (BBC world) and reading English Newsp
aper
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» Refresher or training courses of pronunciation
Because of international truism, travel, trade and use of internet, the spoken form of
English is on a high demand in all ficlds. It is expected that the academy provide professional
speaker of the language. It is the huge responsibility of the teachers to enhance the teaching
Jearning process With due consideration of BBC pronunciation.
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